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How to Choose the Best Family Car in 2024 

 

Monday, March 25, 2024 

In the hustle and bustle of today's world, selecting the perfect vehicle for your family's 

needs has never been more crucial. Whether it's for those summer road trips, daily 

commutes, or the all-important school run, a car that ticks all the boxes for safety, 

space, and comfort stands out from the rest. That's where U.S. News & World Report 

steps in with its annual ranking of the 9 Best Cars for Families in 2024. This list, now in 

its 14th year, offers a meticulously curated selection that promises to guide families 

towards their ideal vehicle. But what makes this year's lineup stand out? Let's dive 

deeper and uncover some insights that most outlets might not explore. 

 

A Tradition of Excellence 

U.S. News & World Report is renowned for its comprehensive approach to evaluating 

cars. The 2024 edition sees categories ranging from midsize cars to electric vehicles 

(EVs), each assessed for quality through a lens that includes safety data, reliability 
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ratings, and a consensus from the automotive press. But it doesn't stop there. Modern 

families demand modern solutions, and this ranking reflects just that, with a keen eye 

on tech features like wireless internet, teen driver controls, and hands-free cargo 

doors. 

Winners Circle: The Top Picks for 2024 

After rigorous evaluation of 90 contenders, the winners emerged, showcasing a blend 

of repeat champions and new faces. Here's a breakdown of the 2024 winners: 

• Best Compact SUV for Families: 2024 Hyundai Tucson 

• Best 2-Row Midsize SUV for Families: 2024 Honda Passport 

• Best 3-Row Midsize SUV for Families: 2024 Kia Telluride 

• Best Large SUV for Families: 2024 Chevrolet Suburban 

• Best Hybrid SUV for Families: 2024 Toyota Highlander Hybrid 

• Best Midsize Car for Families: 2024 Toyota Camry 

• Best Hybrid Car for Families: 2024 Toyota Camry Hybrid 

• Best Electric Vehicle for Families: 2024 Hyundai Ioniq 5 

• Best Minivan for Families: 2024 Chrysler Pacifica 

Spotlight on Innovation 

A closer look at the winners reveals trends and features that cater to the diverse needs 

of modern families. For instance, the Hyundai Tucson's third consecutive win 

highlights its continued dominance in the compact SUV category, a segment once ruled 

by the Honda CR-V. Meanwhile, the Chrysler Pacifica breaks new ground in the 

minivan category, offering features like Stow 'n Go seating and a wealth of safety 

innovations, marking its first-ever win after the Honda Odyssey's long-standing reign. 

Toyota stands out with three category wins, showcasing the brand's versatility and 

commitment to hybrid technology. The Toyota Camry Hybrid exemplifies this, taking 

home the best hybrid car for families for the second year running. 

Beyond the Badge: What Makes These Cars Stand Out? 

While accolades are important, it's the underlying qualities that make these vehicles 

truly family-friendly. Here's what sets them apart: 
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• Safety First: Advanced safety features are a common thread among the 

winners, ensuring peace of mind for parents. 

• Tech for the Whole Family: From in-car wireless to automatic emergency 

braking, these cars are equipped with technology that makes every ride 

smoother and safer. 

• Space and Comfort: Spacious interiors and comfortable seating arrangements 

are non-negotiable for family cars, and these winners excel in providing ample 

room for passengers and cargo alike. 

Conclusion: Finding Your Family's Perfect Match 

As Liz Opsitnik, U.S. News Executive Editor, aptly notes, "prioritizing safety, space, and 

family-friendly features in their vehicle selection is crucial." The 2024 rankings serve as 

a testament to the evolving needs of families and the automotive industry's response 

to these demands. Whether you're leaning towards an environmentally friendly hybrid, 

a spacious SUV, or the innovative features of an EV, this year's list has something for 

every family. 
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